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CEA'TRAL INTELLIGENCE AGERCY

INTELLICENCE MEMORANDUM MO, 275 . "7 3 Mareh 1950
SUBJECT: Frobable Effect of the May Youth Rally im Berlin

- 1, The current Soviet effort to vadermine the position of
the Hestern Powers in Germeny--evident in Soviet interference with
German traffic to and from Berlin amd in intsnsified “National
Frent" propaganda-~will be continusd in the annowaced Free Germen
Youth (FDJ) rally 3o Berlin during 26=30 May. According to Eest
Gorman Commvmist officials, the rally will include more them 500,000
. youths, representing the East and West sactors of Germany, the USSR,
the Satellites, China, Framce, Italy, and the UK. Reportedly, the
- FDJ plans to employ a militan% group of 20,000 to counter expected
resistance in the Western sgectors, : : - ,

2. Through the FBJ rally, the USSR will attack the "aggressive®
. plans of the Western Powers in Germany while portraying the USSR as
. the sole champlon of peace and German wmity. Designed to appeal to
the martial spirit of Qerman youth, the rally has the further purpose
of aitempting to sncourage German youth %o support the East Germen
Republic (GDR). . The proposed FDJ slegans clearly roveal the Kremlin's
continuing propagmnda efforts to enhance the preatige of the GDR and
advance the "National Front" ithroughout Germany.

: 3, Berlin, now proclasimsd by Bational Fronmt propaganda as capi~
- ¥al of the "united Cermany® which the Froat wishes to activate, is an
obvious terget for Soviet~inspired disturbances. In Bsrlin, the USSR
- is seelting to weaken the West sector ecoromy and the resistence of
: West Berliners to Commmist intimidation. KDJ propagenda will high~
light present wicerteinties with respect to unemployment end unfavor-
able economic prospects in the Western sectors of the city.

- b Dsspite the pacifist slogens vwhich the Germen Communists
will bear as they enter the West sectors, the East Comimunistz are
~ likely %o provoke violence with tho West sector police force and,
if possible, with Western military units. The FDJ rally will probably
include a delsgation from the Eest Qerman paramilitary police, though
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theée police may not appear in armed military formations. Use of
arped or motorized paramilitary unmits would obviously increase
prospects for vioclence on a serious scale.
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.+ 5. TFDd=instigsted violence, regerdless of its intensity, would
rot directly involvs the USSR, would serve as a probing operation

vo test Western reaction to violence in Borlin., and would have the
advantage of providing the East Germens with martyrs. (Some sabe-
tage is possible, although thls would mot be aprimary cim of the FDJ.)
4 Soviet move to seize Borlin through the FDJ is not likely for the
following reasons: (a) the USSR probably considers a GDR attempt to
seize amd hold the city would be wmsunccessful without direct Soviet
troop assistance; ard (b) the USSR is pursuing a policy of gradual
attrition with respect to Western Power cccupation of Berlim.
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